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V olu nteer 
N eeds  &  Friends
The  Larse n Tractor Te st &  
Pow e r M use um  Frie nds are  
se e king ne w  and re ne w e d 
m e m be rships. O pe nings 
are  available  on the  Frie nds 
Board, and the  E xe cutive  
Board is in ne e d of 
som e one  to se rve  as som e one  to se rve  as 
Se cre tary. The  M use um  
also ne e ds individuals to be  
volunte e r tour guide s 
starting this fall.  A ll you 
ne e d is w illingne ss to le arn 
and a de sire  to inte ract 
w ith our gue sts.  Hours are  w ith our gue sts.  Hours are  
fle xible .

M u seu m  H o u rs:

Tue sday - Friday 9AM  - 4PM
1 st Saturdays:  10 AM  - 2PM

E ast C am pus, 35th &  Fair
Lincoln, N e braska 68583
GPS: 4 0 .83 1 969,-96.66872 2
4 0 2 .4 72 .83894 0 2 .4 72 .8389
tractorm use um .unl.e du
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As a result of the May 26th GIVE to 
Lincoln event, the Larsen Tractor Test &  
Power Museum and Friends raised over 
$ 4,000.00 to kick off their $ One in a 
Million$  fundraising campaign. The 
Friends hope to have one million people 
contribute so that they can insure the 
Museum will be sustainable into the Museum will be sustainable into the 
future. Board member Jerry Kohl, and 
his grandson John, voluteered for GIVE 
and manned our booth in Tower Square.

The following list of donors contributed 
through the GIVE event, directly to the 
Friends, or by adding a donation to their 
membership renewal. One member 
joined at the Lifetime level. We also had 

G IV E to Lincoln D onations  Kick off Fu ndrais er
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LA R SE N  TR A C TO R  TE ST 
&  PO W E R  M USE UM

The  Unive rsity of N e braska–Lincoln is an e qual opportunity e ducator and e m ploye r.

PO  Box 830 833
Lincoln, N E  68583-0 833

M is s ion Statem ent:
To be  the  w orld-re now ne d le ade r as ste w ard of the  history of
advance m e nt of agricultural tractor te sting and pow e r te chnology
through the  de ve lopm e nt of colle ctions, e xhibits, and program s for 
public be ne fit.

M u s eu m  G u idance Com m ittee:

Julie  Thom son         M use um  M anage r
D r. M ark R ile y  D e partm e nt H e ad &  M use um  D ire ctor
D r. R oge r Hoy  D ire ctor, N e braska Tractor Te st Lab
D r. Joe  Luck     Pre side nt of Larse n M use um  Frie nds 
D r. D on E dw ards                Tre asure r of Larse n M use um  Frie nds

N u ts  &  B olts  Staff:
Julie  Thom son jthom son2 @ unl.e du

M u s eu m  H ou rs :
Tue sday-Friday:     9A M -4 PM
1 st Saturday e ach m onth:1 0 A M -2 PM

Clos ed:
Sundays, M ondays &  Unive rsity Holidays

A N N UA L M EETIN G:  Larsen M u seu m  F riends          A u g. 9th

a donation box at Camp Creek’s show.  
Thanks to Geng Bai; Janelle Bruning; 
Evan Curtis; Brian Geyer; David 
Finney; Bruce Johnson &  Barbara 
Hoppe Johnson; Mitch Minarik;      
Patrick O’Hara; Santosh Pitla; Ken 
Pohlman; Mark Riley; Brent Sampson; 
WiWilliam Splinter family; Ken Von 
Bargen, and those who put their dollars 
in the box for our 501c3 Friends group. 

We also appreciate the 15 membership 
renewals from the last Nuts &  Bolts. We 
will put a link on website and Facebook 
twhen we have online donations ready.

M inneapolis -M oline Tractors  at Cam p Creek
Minneapolis-Moline was the featured 
tractor at Camp Creek Thresher’s annual 
show July 16-17 near Waverly, NE. They 
kindly offered us a booth space, and we 
trailed the Minneapolis-Moline RTU 
(a d vertisin g pictu red  right) and theTwin 
City KTA (from behind the Museum). 
Student Student Jaythan Scheideler kept the 
booth covered along with volunteer 
Jerry Kohl, and Museum Manager Julie 
Thomson. They spoke with many people 
that knew Lester Larsen and/or Bill 
Splinter, and encouraged those attending 
the event to visit the Larsen Museum 
and take in the many updated exhibits. and take in the many updated exhibits. 
The weather was suprisingly cooperative, 
and we hope to have running tractors at 
next year’s event.



Than ks S tuden ts!
W e really ap p reciate the 
stu dents w ho w ork w ith ou r 
volu nteers to serve ou r 
visitors, m any of them  are 
also m em bers of the 
Tractor Restoration C lu b.
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Stu dents & Volu nteers W ork  to Grow  M u seu m
The student workers at Larsen Tractor 
Test &  Power Museum spent last 
semester on a variety of projects to 
improve and expand our displays. With 
the help of volunteers Don  Edwards 
and Jerry K ohl, many areas were 
transformed. 

The William Splinter Memorial Gallery The William Splinter Memorial Gallery 
that has been exhibiting the Craig 
Cassell drawings, now includes engine 
exhibits, tools, and cut-away antique 
tractor carburetors. The floor has been 
painted, and there’s an exhbit of Bill’s 
awards. The Gallery is a starting point 
for our tours of the Museum.for our tours of the Museum.

Toy tractors, donated by Jerome Cox, 
are displayed in the children’s area in a 
case built by board member Rodn ey 
Rohrer. The John Deere cab, where kids 
can play, was placed here with kid-sized 
tables and activities. 

Dou g Triplet, one of the Test Lab 
engineers, donated wood flooring to 
complete the display of the Moline 
Universal. And the students built a dirt 
floored barn exhibit for the Heider.

Students installed a big screen in the Students installed a big screen in the 
southeast room to show videos about 
tractor testing, our tractors, our history, 
and the Model T, which is now 
exhibited in that space. (Plans are in the 

Brandon W eidner

Jaythan Scheideler

Eric Rosew icz

Cody M cKay

Jordan Bu sboom

works to further transform the area to 
focus on the agricultural history that 
includes the Model T.) 

The biggest project was the Museum The biggest project was the Museum 
Store, funded by a generous donation in 
memory of volunteer and Friends 
member Larry Ehlers. A drop ceiling 
and new lighting and flooring were 
installed, walls were transformed into 
areas to display items for sale, the seed 
sorter became the cash register stand, sorter became the cash register stand, 
and sales of hats, t-shirts, cards and 
prints, toy tractors, and artwork 
continue to grow.

The Museum is fortunate to have such 
great help from our students and our 
volunteers, who also provide tours, 
create signage, and keep us looking 
good. M ark  Nick olau s has volunteered 
since 1998; Joey Dowdin g since 2003.

Nebrask a A rtist: Craig Cassell 

Annu al M eeting

Ju ly 1, 20 16 -  Ju ne 30 , 20 17
20 16
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M A N Y THA N KS!

Hin dm an  Fam ily
Don ates C ollection

Library  &  S hop
Item s Don ated

The Tim  Hin dm an  collection 
of 25 0+  item s, inclu ding 

m odel tractors in all sizes 
and collectible barns, w as 

donated by To n y, A m y, a n d 
Sam  Hin dm an  of H ays 

Sp rings, NE. Tony earned his 
B achelor’s degree in B achelor’s degree in 
M echanized System s 

M anagem ent, and his 
brother, Tim , held a Ph.D . in 

Ag Engineering from  U NL. 

Friend and form er Tractor 
Test B oard C hair, D r. Ken  
Vo n  B argen , donated his 

files  regarding 19 8 0’s 
legislative actions abou t  the 

test law . Haro ld B o rm an  
donated several tractor 

books, am ong them  Fordson books, am ong them  Fordson 
and Ford and the M odel T. 

Friend Jim  B a n ister 
donated a set of jacks for the 

restoration shop . 

Tu es ., Au g . 9th
   

6:0 0  -  8:0 0  p.m .
Lars en M u s eu m

beg inning  w ith heavy hors  de oeu vres , 
follow ed by a tou r of M u s eu m  u pdates , 
annu al bu s ines s  m eeting , and des s ert.annu al bu s ines s  m eeting , and des s ert.

RSVP:
40 2-472-8389;

jthom s on2@ u nl.edu

Summer visitors are coming into the Museum as participants in Lincoln Visitors 
Bureau’s Be a Tourist Passport program. Those visiting at least 11 sites, where 
their passport is stamped, can participate in the prize drawing. Passport carriers 
can complete second chance drawing tickets at each site. We are also part of two 
local scavenger hunts. Raising Cane’s restaurants placed a jar with a cow stamp 
inside the tool box of the McCormick Deering tractor outside; patrons come here 
to find it and stamp their scavenger hunt card. Bryan Health’s Kids Club has a 
local scavenger hunt ap that families can download. They’ve come to the local scavenger hunt ap that families can download. They’ve come to the 
Museum to find the green tractor that twice failed Wilmot Crozier (ultimately 
resulting in the passage of the test law) and enter their answer.

Passport Program  & Scavenger Hu nts Bring in Visitors
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